Donor Intent:  NMLRA Legacy Endowment 

-Donations to the NMLRA Legacy Endowment are intended to increase the Association’s outreach, both by advertising to new audiences in the hopes of gaining new members and by creating activities meant to retain current members.  

-A committee appointed by the president of the NMLRA will decide on an ongoing basis what constitutes outreach.  This will include, but is not limited to, advertising and social media campaigns, but also programs such as the territorials, charter clubs, youth activities, women’s activities, rendezvous, and other programming directly related to the sport of muzzleloading or period-correct historical re-enactment 

-All gifts over $100 will be divided equally into two pools:  the PERMANENT POOL and the ANNUAL POOL.  The PERMANENT POOL, containing 50% of each year’s donations, will be used to create a permanent endowment to be used specifically for outreach.  No money will be spent from the endowment until it reaches $200,000.  From then onward, a portion of the endowment can be spent each year in accordance with the spending policy.    The ANNUAL POOL will be used to fund programming and advertising proposed by NMLRA members on an annual basis.  It will also be used to fund program costs such as incentive gifts, advertising, and NMLRA staff time.  The Legacy Endowment committee will request proposals and then make grants based on the available funds. The goal is to make these grants in the year following the donation if there is enough money to do so.   

Example:  Imagine $30,000 total is donated during 2025.  $15,000 will go into the permanent endowment and will not be spent until the fund reaches $200,000.  $15,000 will be distributed by the committee to proposals made during a competition in 2026 after program expenses are met. 

-Gifts under $100 will automatically go into the ANNUAL POOL to be distributed the following year. 

-The NMLRA office will keep a running total of all gifts of $100 or more and these will be included in the donor’s total gift to the Legacy Endowment.  There will be recognition and incentive awards when total gifts reach $1000, $5000, and $10,000 thresholds.  

-In-kind gifts are welcome and will be accepted at the discretion of the committee and office.  In general, the market value of in-kind gifts must exceed $250 to be worth the administrative time and fees required to handle them.  The donor will be credited with the value of the gift as determined at sale.   

Details to be established when a vendor/auctioneer for in-kind gifts is selected.  

-Donors anticipate that all money donated to the Legacy Endowment will be used only for the purposes described here.  The NMLRA may use 1% each year from the PERMANENT POOL once it reaches $200,000.  The NMLRA may also use funds from the ANNUAL POOL to purchase incentive awards, pay for advertising, and to compensate staff time.  

-Donors understand that in the unfortunate event of the NMLRA ceasing operations, any funds in the NMLRA Legacy Endowment would be protected and transferred to a 501c3 organization with similar goals.  This is standard practice within member associations with endowed funds.



